
- Sanford Health EVP said it is exciting to announce a new clinical trial today; shows that we are 
going on offense against the virus 

- Gov. Noem said she is excited to make this announcement in conjunction with Sanford Health, 
Avera Health and Monument Health 

o SD is going to be the first state in the nation to conduct a statewide drug trial of 
hydroxychloroquine which is being viewed as a possible treatment for Covid-19 

o Sanford Health will be the lead partner in the study with help from Avera and 
Monument 

o Received first doses of hydroxychloroquine over the weekend for use in the trials 
o SD is seeing increased cases of Covid-19 

▪ We can’t stop the virus, but we can slow it down 
▪ SD is staying on offense in an effort to slow it down 

- Dr. Allison Suttle (Sanford Health chief medical officer)  - We are treating a new disease, and 
that is totally new ground for doctors 

o The first component of the trial is a registry trial 
▪ Open to patients who have the virus 
▪ Participation is voluntary 

o Second component is for those who have been exposed but not showing symptoms 
▪ Some participants will be given hydroxychloroquine and some will be given a 

placebo 
o Hydroxychloroquine works by stopping the virus from entering healthy cells 

▪ Also may help with inflammation 
- Dr. Archer (Monument health) and Dr. Erickson (Avera Health) both offered supportive 

comments  
- Gov. said this the first-ever statewide trial in the US for a drug 

o She said we are over a year away from the release of a vaccine for the virus 
- Dr. Suttle says anyone who has tested positive can as their doctor if they are a candidate to 

participate in the trial 
- Gov. said that with the shipment of hydroxychloroquine that has been received over the 

weekend, SD can accept up to 100,000 South Dakotans in the trial 
- Dr. Suttle said there is no cost to any patient to participate in the trial; cost is borne by the 

health system leading the trial 
o There is no top number of patients that we can place in the trial for those who have 

tested positive  
- Reporter ?: Is there any new info on Smithfield Foods closure? 

o Gov. said she talked to their CEO this morning and will continue to talk to them this 
afternoon 

▪ Smithfield has done incredible work to retrofit their facility and the state will 
continue to work with Smithfield to open the plant at the appropriate time 

- Reporter ?: What is your reaction to Mayor Ten Haken’s “shelter in place” request? 
o Gov. said she has talked to Ten Haken and is evaluating request with her staff 

▪ Need to make sure that any decision that is made is sustainable for an extended 
period 

- Reporter ?: What are the side effects of hydroxychloroquine and will there be enough stocks of 
the drug for lupus patients who currently use the drug? 

o Dr. Suttle said general side effects of hydroxychloroquine are similar to other drugs 
(nausea, fatigue, etc.) and that there should be enough of the drug to keep lupus 
patients supplied 



- Reporter ?: Gov. approach so far seems to be aggressive on treatment but passive on stay at 
home orders. Is that a fair statement? 

o Gov. said she does not agree with that assessment 
▪ She said the people of SD are going the right thing and have been serious about 

staying home 
▪ She is proud of the personal responsibility shown by state’s residents; traffic 

counts are down, takes days to reserve a time for grocery pickup in most 
places—that shows that people are staying home 

- Reporter ?: Can we get information showing racial impact of the virus like other states have 
done, and can we get data for those who are in state prisons? 

o DOH secretary Kim Malsom-Ryson: Our ability to provide data to the public is evolving 
▪ We need to consider what we release so that we don’t give out information that 

can identify a specific individual 
▪ SD is not seeing a difference of positive cases among the races 

• Our ability to test patients has increased in recent weeks 

• Have only had one positive test in prison system 

• DOH will report our aggregate numbers and positive test numbers 
- Reporter ?: When will we see results of the trials? 

o Dr Suttle: Can’t give you an exact timeline; expect a research paper to come out in the 
next 7-14 days 

▪ We are working with VA and IHS about involving them in the trial; still working 
on a final decision with those two groups 

- Reporter ?: When does economic impact of virus outweigh health impacts of virus? 
o Gov. said there are lots of elements to the virus 

▪ We are looking at the financial and mental stresses that families are seeing from 
the virus 

▪ Determining the right time to come out of quarantine is a balancing act 
▪ We can’t stop the virus; staying the course is what we have said we will do 

- Reporter ?: Any new numbers of Smithfield Foods employees? 
o Malsom-Rysdon said there are 138 new cases in SD in past 24 hours 

▪ 57 of those are Smithfield employees, and that 10 Smithfield employees have 
been hospitalized in past several weeks 

- Reporter ?: Any contact tracing info that might show how the virus got introduced into the 
Smithfield workforce? 

o Malsom-Rysdon: State investigates all positive test cases 
▪ We can’t definitely pinpoint how it got into Smithfield workforce 
▪ Minnehaha County has substantial community spread before first Smithfield 

employee tested positive 
- Reporter ?: Can you speak to more aggressive testing procedures? 

o Gov. said the state is testing more aggressively 
▪ She talked with Jared Kushner at the White House last night; told him that SD 

needs to make sure it has supplies to run the testing equipment 
▪ Gov. talked highly of efforts in Beadle County to slow spread of virus after 

initially being a hot spot; Huron city officials and Beadle County officials moved 
quickly  and implemented recommendations from state; virus has dramatically 
decreased since those measures were implemented 

- Reporter ?: Is it true that some parts of SD will peak earlier than others? 
o Gov. said it is very possible that Sioux Falls will peak before the rest of the state 



- Reporter ?: What went into decision to ask Smithfield to close plant for 14 days? 
o Gov. said there were many factors 

▪ She said the state is tripling the number of staff who are doing contact tracing  
▪ 8,000+ people have downloaded CARE 19 app which will track movements; will 

save much time if person tests positive in finding where they have been in 
recent past 

- Reporter ?: When will CARE 19 app be available for android phones? 
o Gov. said the app will be available for android later this week 

▪ More features are being added as more people download the app and use it 
- Reporter ?: Why is SD first state to do a statewide hydroxychloroquine trial? 

o Gov. said the people of SD have taken this issue very seriously 
▪ All 3 major health systems are very supportive of the trial 
▪ SD has a small population which helps in a trial like this 
▪ Gov. said she has said many times that SD can do things that other states can’t 

do; SD is willing to think outside the box and do things in a different way 
▪ This research will help the US and people across the world 

- Reporter ?: What will be the cost to state government to do this trial? 
o Gov. said that is still to be determined, but she is hopeful that federal funding from the 

CARES Act that Congress passed last month will offset some of those costs 
 


