
- Gov. thanked everyone in SD for sticking to the plan that has been developed by the state and 
major health systems 

- This is public health week in US 
o Gov. thanked all the health care workers; so proud of all those who are working to fight 

the covid-19 virus in SD 
o Gov. is also proud of all South Dakotans who have stepped up and volunteered in a 

variety of ways, donated money or goods, etc. 
- In addition to mitigation, hygiene and social distancing, power of prayer is also very important to 

help fight virus 
o This is holy week; Gov. is proclaiming tomorrow (April 8) as a “Day of Prayer” in South 

Dakota 
- Reporter ?: Why not extend the executive order for those over 65 to counties other than 

Minnehaha and Lincoln? 
o Will consider expansion of exec order as conditions warrant in coming days 

- Reporter ?: Does executive order qualify families for extended sick leave under new federal 
legislation? 

o Need to be handled on a case-by-case basis; asks people to contact her office for 
guidance 

- Reporter ?: Is Gov. concerned about Keystone pipeline construction as construction appears to 
have started in Montana? 

o Gov. said she expects Keystone construction to comply by same restrictions and 
guidance that other businesses in SD currently live under; Does not expect construction 
to start in SD for some time 

- Reporter ?: Have sites been identified for alternative hospital beds? 
o Gov. said National Guard has been looking at alternative sites in both RC and SF; all 

three major hospital systems have agreed to work with state govt and SDNG on 
identifying alternative sites 

- Reporter ?: What does “recovered” mean on Covid website? 
o Health Sec. Kim Malsom-Rysdon said the definition of “recovered” is that the patient 

has had no fever for 3 days, not displaying symptoms and has been isolated for at least 7 
days 

- Reporter?: Who is supposed to enforce the directives of the new, more strongly worded 
executive order? 

o Gov. said there will be appropriate enforcement using the tools available to the Gov.; 
will be up to the Gov. to decide how to use those tools to enforce the order 

- Reporter?: Where will alternative hospital sites be located? 
o Gov. said there is no specific decision yet on location; we are going to be ready when 

peak is expected in June 
o Gov. said that SD continues to do well with mitigation efforts so peak may require less 

than 5,000 hospital beds 
- Reporter ?: Will Gov. issue at “stay at home” order at some point? 

o Gov. said she will use all tools available to her at the appropriate time 
- Reporter ?: Why more cases East River than West River? 

o Malsom-Rysdon: no conjecture as to why; still need to prepare for entire state to hit 
peak in June 

- Reporter ?: Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe has put up check points on reservation boundaries 
including on state highways. Does this cause the Gov. any concern? 



o Gov. said she trusts the tribe is being thoughtful and allowing those who have essential 
travel and first responders to travel through the reservation; Tribal Relations secretary 
has been in touch with tribal leaders  

- Reporter ?: Why is there no county breakout of negative test results as there is with positive 
tests? 

o Malsom-Rysdon: Since negative test results are coming in from a variety of testing labs, 
there is no way to compile all those numbers on a county-by-county basis 

 


